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Key figures from the consultation

How could we all together strengthen our security and resilience to face 
urgent global threats?
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173
participants

79
proposals

1 418
votes

from 03.09.2025  to 15.10.2025



Breakdown of participation by gender, age, country and sector *

Participation by gender

Participation by age

* The socio-demographic breakdown should be interpreted as an indicative overview rather 
than a precise reflection of the participant population. Each participant was randomly 
shown one of four socio-demographic questions to estimate the overall distribution.
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Breakdown of participation by gender, age, country and sector *

Participation by country

Private sector

Non-governmental 
sector

63%
Other26%

Public sector

* The socio-demographic breakdown should be interpreted as an indicative overview rather 
than a precise reflection of the participant population. Each participant was randomly 
shown one of four socio-demographic questions to estimate the overall distribution.
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Student
7%

2% 2%

Participation by sector



Main topics of the 
consultation 

 % of validated proposals
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Methodological Approach
Citizens’ Proposals Analysis

Identify topics

● Read and coded all proposals using inductive, theme-based analysis

● Extracted broad thematic dimensions 

Develop citizens’ ideas

● Clustered proposals within topics based on recurring ideas

● Formulated action-oriented ideas, summarising key trends 

Select proposals & highlight voting patterns

● Selected proposals to illustrate ideas

● Analysed voting patterns to highlight potential consensual or controversial ideas

1.

2.

3.
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Strengthen Europe’s cybersecurity capabilities and 
governance

CYBERSECURITY AND DIGITAL RESILIENCE

SOCIETAL RESILIENCE AND COHESION

GLOBAL COOPERATION AND DIPLOMACY ECONOMIC SECURITY

7 
TOPICS

16 
CITIZENS’
IDEAS

Strengthen international 
partnerships and alliances

Strengthen Europe’s economic independence and protect 
strategic sectors

Counter disinformation and regulate online platforms

Strengthen social, economic and 
mental-health support Increase investment in education Ensure demographic sustainability

Use diplomacy and sanctions 
to manage conflicts

DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE

Advance European integration Protect and uphold democratic values Empower citizens and promote 
participation
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EUROPEAN SECURITY AND DEFENCE

Unify European defence forces and 
structures

Enhance European-level law 
enforcement

Increase investment in European 
defence 

RISK AWARENESS AND CRISIS PREPAREDNESS

Prepare our societies and systems for emergencies Assess global risks more realistically



Cybersecurity and 
digital resilience

01.



Strengthen Europe’s cybersecurity capabilities and governance
10 proposals

Strengthen Europe’s cyber and defence 

capabilities through AI, advanced 

technologies, and trained personnel.

Develop secure and transparent digital 

infrastructure, ensuring governance and 

restricted access to sensitive projects.

Establish centralised governance through 

European-level agencies and officials to 

coordinate cybersecurity measures, ensure 

oversight, and manage risks effectively.

% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"

01.  - Cybersecurity and digital resilience

Information: Throughout this report, voting results are only reported for proposals that 
received at least 10 votes. This threshold ensures that the results reflect a minimum level 
of participation.
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Counter disinformation and regulate online platforms
6 proposals

Combat disinformation through legislation, 

regulation of social media algorithms, and 

dismantling foreign propaganda networks.

Increase public awareness and education 

to recognise misinformation and fake 

content online.

Protect vulnerable populations, especially 

children, while promoting values and 

responsible information practices.

% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"

01.  - Cybersecurity and digital resilience
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Risk awareness 
and crisis 
preparedness

02.



Prepare our societies and systems for emergencies
6 proposals

Ensure societal preparedness by stockpiling 

essentials, defining war‑economy 

mechanisms, and strengthening citizen 

awareness and services.

Build strategic capacities and dual‑use 

infrastructure to signal deterrence and 

enable rapid reaction.

% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"

02.  - Risk awareness and crisis preparedness
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Assess global risks more realistically
6 proposals

Assess global risks carefully and adjust 

priorities to protect security, economic 

stability, and national interests.

Learn from history and acknowledge the 

reality of potential conflicts to improve 

strategic foresight.

% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"

02.  - Risk awareness and crisis preparedness
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European security 
and defence

03.



Unify European defence forces and structures
5 proposals

Coordinate defence as a shared EU 

competence to improve efficiency and 

reduce dependence on NATO.

Unify European defence forces under a 

common command, integrating national 

military capabilities into a single, strong 

structure.

% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"

03.  - European security and defence
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Enhance European-level law 
enforcement
4 proposals

% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"

03.  - European security and defence

Increase investment in European defence 

2 proposals
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Democracy and 
governance

04.

Deepen European political integration, while safeguarding 

fundamental rights and freedoms, and empowering citizens 

to participate actively.



Advance European integration

4 proposals

% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"

04.  - Democracy and governance

Protect and uphold democratic values

3 proposals

20



% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"

04.  - Democracy and governance

Empower citizens and promote participation

2 proposals
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Societal resilience 
and cohesion

05.

Enhance societal resilience by strengthening support 

systems, investing more in education and knowledge and 

promoting long-term demographic sustainability.



Strengthen social, economic and 
mental-health support
3 proposals

% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"

05.  - Societal resilience and cohesion

Increase investment in education

3 proposals
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Ensure demographic sustainability

2 proposals

% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"

05.  - Societal resilience and cohesion
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Global cooperation 
and diplomacy

06.



Strengthen international partnerships and alliances
5 proposals

Strengthen international partnerships by 

promoting diplomatic dialogue and building 

alliances.

Reform multilateral institutions and 

governance by supporting effective formats 

and ensuring rules-based global 

collaboration.

% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"

06.  - Global cooperation and diplomacy
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Use diplomacy and sanctions to 
manage conflicts
2 proposals

06.  - Global cooperation and diplomacy

% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"
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Economic security

07.



Strengthen Europe’s economic independence and protect strategic sectors
6 proposals

07. - Economic security

Strengthen Europe’s economic 

independence by promoting growth, 

securing strategic sectors, and ensuring 

control over critical technologies and 

resources.

Protect key industries by regulating foreign 

contracts and restricting access for non-EU 

nationals in sensitive positions to prevent 

security risks.

% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"
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Voting insights



Voting Insights: Most-Voted Proposals

This section highlights proposals in the top quartile (≥34 votes), representing those that received the highest 
levels of engagement.

While the votes are not statistically representative, they provide insight into which proposals might be more 
consensual or controversial. 

Consensual proposals are highlighted in green, controversial proposals in orange.

173
participants

79
proposals

1 418
votes
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% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"

Voting insights

CYBERSECURITY AND DIGITAL RESILIENCE

GLOBAL COOPERATION AND DIPLOMACY

RISK AWARENESS AND CRISIS PREPAREDNESS
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Voting insights

% votes "in favour" % “neutral” votes % votes "against"

SOCIETAL RESILIENCE AND COHESION

DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE

EUROPEAN SECURITY AND DEFENCE

ECONOMIC SECURITY
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